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[VI] Think about when you were in a new environment (class, school, country, etc.), and write an essay to
show what it was like. How did the experience influence the way you think? Be sure to include details to

show what this experience means to you.

2 Te)

+ I lived in the USA for a few years. The culture, the environment, and the way people think were
completely different there. My experience in the States has changed the way I think in a very positive way.
In Japan, most people hide their true feelings because sometimes it may be considered rude if you don’t. I
was one of them when I entered an American school. Some of my classmates came to talk to me, but I was
so shy and scared I almost ignored them at first. Then, one of them kindly asked me what the problem
was. He was also a student from abroad and told me that he totally understood what I was going through.
He even encouraged me to express myself loud and clear because nobody would bite me. Actually, many
people in the States were friendly and listened to me with smiles on their faces no matter what I said. I
learned that honesty is the best policy and it gave me the guts to share my feelings as they were. This was

a once in a life time important experience to me.

INREREE OFHHELTT, S HITH L WVEEARSOEZIE L2ER b H Y £ LR, AFITE - T
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TVWLEHDOD, G LNV OERIZIIPHTT e —7 VR OEERAONT, BN EDEEXFSEL LTS
TERRIC > TET, T2, MEOHRTRZELLHEMF L, BAEMICHESOBE ZNRATE TnET,

31O

+ I think the time I spent in a new environment was fun. I went to England when I was in the third grade.
My English was not good, so I had trouble making new friends. I was surprised that there were a lot of
people from different countries. It took me a while, but gradually I was able to open up and communicate
with gestures. My classmates were very kind and they became my first friends outside of my hometown.
This experience taught me that you don’t have to be good at the language to make friends. My best friend
was Tom. He was really a unique boy. He was independent and sure of himself. We argued a lot because
he was often stubborn. Even when many people agreed with me, he wasn’t afraid of telling me I was wrong,
or his ideas were better. He told me that I had to be more aggressive in things. We had a lot of fun together
and I learned many lessons from him. Moving to England was a really good experience and I will never

forget about the good times I had there.
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